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been polluted with Chicago style politics and
their brains have turned to mush.

This morning, I had a lengthy teleconfer-
ence concerning this issue with the Execu-
tive Vice President of the Indiana State
Medical Association, James G. McIntire, J.D.
Apparently ISMA has not taken any position
yet. I have also written a letter to the Presi-
dent of the AMA, a copy is enclosed, advising
my opposition and intent to resign as a
member.

Please keep up the good fight. Best per-
sonal regards to you.

Sincerely,
NED P. MASBAUM, M.D.

CARMEL, IN,
July 22, 2009.
J. JAMES ROHACK, M.D.
President, American Medical Association,
Chicago, IL.

DEAR DR. ROHACK: Your announcement of
the AMA’s backing of nationalizing health
care was shocking to say the least. It was my
mistaken belief that the AMA always op-
posed socialized medicine since it does not
work anywhere in the world. It was also my
belief that the organization backed Health
Savings Accounts as a truly free enterprise
American way to solve the economic prob-
lems of our current system. Why would the
AMA sell out it’s own members and the
American public?

If you and the AMA do not reverse your
current position immediately, you can say
goodbye to me as a member of over 40 years.

Sincerely,
NED P. MASBAUM, M.D.

On Tuesday, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice director told Senator BAUCUS that his plan
to cut $123 billion from Medicare Advantage—
the program that gives almost one-fourth of
seniors private health-insurance options—will
result in lower benefits and some 2.7 million
people losing this coverage.

Last week Mr. BAucus ordered Medicare
regulators to investigate and likely punish
Humana Inc. for trying to educate enrollees in
its Advantage plans about precisely this fact.

Jonathan Blum, acting director of a regu-
latory office in the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services, CMS, said that a mailer
Humana sent its customers was “misleading
and confusing to beneficiaries, who may be-
lieve that it represents official communication
about the Medicare Advantage program.”

Mr. Blum has also banned all Advantage
contractors from telling their customers what
Mr. Elmendorf has just told Congress. Mr.
Blum happens to be a former senior aide to
Mr. BAUcUS and a health adviser on the
Obama transition team.

So, for the record, CBO’s Director Elmen-
dorf says that cuts to Medicare Advantage
“could lead many plans to limit the benefits
they offer, raise their premiums, or withdraw
from the program.”

Providing of accurate information by Medi-
care Advantage plans to its enrollees is not
prohibited by applicable Federal rules and reg-
ulations.

———
AFGHAN ASSESSMENT

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, in 2007, the Commander in
Chief, President George W. Bush, relied
on his military commander on the
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ground to give him an assessment as to
what it would take to turn around
what was then a very bad situation in
Iraq. General Petraeus made his case
before the House and Senate Armed
Services Committees, and he was given
the resources that he requested. The
surge in Iraq provided the necessary
level of security that ultimately al-
lowed the political process there to
move forward.

Similarly, General Stanley
McChrystal has been charged by the
Commander in Chief, President Barack
Obama, to give an assessment of what
it will take to win in Afghanistan and
achieve the objectives that the Presi-
dent had committed to earlier this
year.

I believe General McChrystal’s report
was politically sanitized and General
McChrystal needs to appear before the
House and Senate Armed Services
Committees to give an honest assess-
ment of what is going on in Afghani-
stan.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. FORBES) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FORBES addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

AMERICAN POSITION AGAINST
TERRORISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I stood on this floor about 3 years
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ago and called upon the United States
to clearly define its position toward
what is now the world’s largest state
sponsor of terrorism, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

I then called upon the IAEA to refer
Iran to the Security Council because I
believed then that what Western intel-
ligence has long suspected about Iran
and what it seems that President
Obama is now just beginning to realize,
Iran is systematically and relentlessly
pursuing the development of nuclear
weapons.

Today’s revelation that they have a
second uranium facility at Qom should
remove all doubt in any reasonable per-
son’s mind about their inevitable in-
tentions. Yet today’s announcement at
the G-20 summit by the leaders of Brit-
ain, France and the United States re-
veal that Iran has been covertly oper-
ating and developing a new under-
ground uranium enrichment facility at
Qom.

It is disgracefully ironic that today’s
announcement comes only a week after
announcing our abandonment of the
European missile defense site which
could have protected the homeland of
the United States against Iranian long-
range missiles, and only one day after
President Obama chaired a United Na-
tions Security Council specifically ad-
dressing the need to halt the spread of
nuclear weapons throughout the world.
Unbelievably, the resolution passed by
the Security Council, under President
Obama’s leadership, omitted any men-
tion whatsoever of either North Korea
or Iran.

But regardless of the Security Coun-
cil’s failure to explicitly address the
real and present danger that the peace-
loving world faces because of Iran’s nu-
clear ambitions, the fact is that Iran
has already disregarded three previous
rounds of Security Council sanctions
and has continued to aggressively pur-
sue a nuclear weapons capability, in-
cluding building this underground fa-
cility and testing the long-range bal-
listic missiles that could be used to de-
liver a nuclear payload.
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We have reached a crossroads with
Iran, Mr. Speaker, that will result in
one of two outcomes: either Iran trans-
forms the geopolitical landscape by be-
coming a nuclear power that pro-
liferates nuclear and missile tech-
nology to terrorists throughout the
world and then threatens the very ex-
istence of countries like Israel; or, by
the world’s inaction, we place the tiny
country of Israel in the unavoidable po-
sition of having to act unilaterally
with military force to protect them-
selves and humanity from the threat a
nuclear Iran would represent to the en-
tire civilized world. We must not place
Israel in that position, Mr. Speaker.

President Obama’s announcement
today also offered no assurance and, in
fact, was a weaker statement than the
statement given by Prime Minister
Brown and President Sarkozy, who
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